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[ N° XVII. ] Saturday, May 28. 1785. 


To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


STR, 
F Iam not mifinformed, you have taken up the fame fort of bu- 


2 finefs which was formerly carried on by a Gentleman who pu- 
blifhed his performances under the title of the MirRror,, with 
whomI had once or twice occafion, not very agreeable ones, to 
correfpond. As I fuppofe you have got that Gentleman’s good- 
will, 1am inclined to deal with you as his fucceflor; and | truft 
you will ufe me as well as he did, by giving place to this letter, 
containing an account of grievances, which | know not where elfe 
to find redrefs for. You will find my correfpondence, though not 
elegant, at leaft authentic. The family of the Hime/puns, though I 
fay it who fhould not, were always to be trufted ina ftory; Truth 
and plain dealing was their motto, and I hope will continue fo, if 
bad neighbours don’t fpoil them. 


The neglect of the great Lady, which my daughter Elifabeth 
thought fit to complain of in the Mirror, was of fingular ufe in my 
family. My young Lady came back to the country fo quiet and fo 
reafonable a girl, that her mother and I had not once occafion to 
chide her for a twelwemonth; at the end of which we had propo- 
fals of marriage for her from her uncle’s partner, whom fhe men- 
tions in the paper [| allude to; and fhe confented to become the wife 
of a plain, virtuous, well-doing young man, though he had no- 
thing of finery or fafhion about him. They are as happy as can 
be, and have two flout cherry-cheeked boys, who, I am told, are 
the pictures of their grandfather. 


The reft of us remain as we were; at leaft we did fo till within 
thefe two months. My Lady -—— made fome overtures towards a 
renewal of our acquaintance about a twelvemonth ago: but it was 
agreed to decline them; and I ftaid at home to lay down a field of 
{pring-wheat, inftead of going to vote for a parliament-man, The 
waifts of my wife and daughter had returned to their natural fize, 
and the heads of the latter had moulted of their feathers, Their 
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hoops were fent to the lumber-garret, and powder and pomatum 
were fcarcely ever ufed but on Sundays, I fondly thought, that all 
the follies of the family were over, and that henceforth we fhould 
be reafonable and happy. Alas, Sir, I have difcovered, that op- 
portunity only was wanting to renew them; the weeds were all 
in the ground, though my Lady *s coldnefs had chilled their 
growth, Within thefe two months they have fprung up with a 


ven geance, 
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About that time my neighbour Mu/broom’s fon, who had been 
fent out to India about a dozen years ago, returned home with a 
fortune, as we are told, of L.100,000, and has taken up his refi- 
dence at his father’s, till fome finer place fhall be found out for 
him. Before his arrival, he had made feveral large remittances to 
his father, for the purpofe of drefling up the old houfe a little, fo « 
as to make it fit for his reception, and had fent a trunk full of 
fineries to drefs up his mother and fifters for the fame purpofe, 
The good old Lady, however, reftrained her daughters from wear- 
ing them, (as indeed they did not well know how to make them up 
or put them on), till her fon fhould arrive, His arrival furnifhed 
them with a very able afliftant: The young man had made a love- 
match before he left this country, with a good-looking girl of our 
neighbourhood, who, not altogether with his inclination, had gone 
out to him foon after his eftablifhment in India. This Lady re- 
turned hither with him, and has edified all the family amazingly, 
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But her inftructions are not confined to her own family: mine is 
unluckily included. This is a favour which my wife is very 
proud of; as Mrs Mufhroom has forgot moft of her old acquaintance 
in the parifh, and aflociates only with us, and one or two more of 
her neighbours, who have what fhe calls capability, that is, Sir, 
as I underftand it, who will liften to all the nonfenfe fhe talks, 
and ape all the follies fhe practifes. Thefe are ftrong words; but 
it would put any man in a paflion to fee how fhe goes on. I don’t 
know how it is, but I am ten times angrier at this new plague 
than I was with Lady . For her] had many apologies; but 
to think of that little chit Peg Mufhroom playing all this mif- 
chief among us!—why, Sir, I remember her but as it were ye- 
fterday, when fhe ufed to come draggled to our houfe of a morn- 
ing a-foot, and ride home double, on my blind mare, behind one 


of the plough-boys, 
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But I interrupt my account of things in my anger at them, 
The Sunday after thefe new comers arrival, they appeared in 
church, where their pew was all carpeted and cuthioned over for 
their reception, fo bedizened—there were flowered muilins and 
gold muflins, white fhawls and red fhawls, white feathers and red 
feathers; and every now and then the young Muthroom girls pull- 
ed out little bottles that fent fuch a perfume around them.—Nay, 
my old friend, their father, like a fool as he was, had fuch a mix- 
ture of black fattin and pink fattin about him, and was fo fliff and 
aukward in his finery, that he’looked for all the world like the 
King of Clubs, and feemed, poor man! to have as little to fay for 
himfelf. 


But all this, Sir, is no joking matter to me, Some of the neigh- 
bours, indeed, laugh at it; but we who are favourites fay that 
is nothing but envy. My wife and daughter Mary have rummaged 
out their tetes and feathers; and the hoops, that had fuffered a little 
from the moths, have been put in complete repair again. I was 
filly enough to let my wife get hold of a draught on town for the 
price of my laft year’s barley; and I verily believe fhe and Mary 
alone carry the produce of ten acres on their backs. My wife faid 
a fhawl was a decent comfortable wear for a middle-aged woman 
like her, (my Rachel, by the way, has been fifty thefe ten years) ; 
and fo fhe gave orders to purchafe one at a fale in town, which 
fhe got a monftrous bargain, though I am afhamed to tell, that it 
ftood me in two fat oxen and a year-old cow. 


I am glad to take this eftimate of things, becaufe in the value of 
money we are now got into a ftyle of expreflion which lofes all idea 
of {mall fums, Hundreds and thoufands of pounds carried a found 
of fome importance, and could eafily be divided into lefler parts ; 
but Madam Muthroom’s Lack, or half a Lack, founds like nothing 
at all; and fhe has ftories which the tells to my poor gaping girls, 
of a fingle fupper in the Eaft, given by fome Nabob with half a 
dozen hard names, that coft one or two of thofe Lacks, befides lalf 
a Lack in trifling prefents to the Company. In thefe ftories, the 
Eaft-Indian Lady, being fubject to no contradiction, goes on with- 
out interruption or commentary, till my poor wife and daughters 
heads are turned quite topfy-turvy. Even mine, tho’ reckoned 
tolerably folid, is really dizzy with hearing her. There are fuch 
accounts of Nabobs, Rajahs, and Rajah-Pouts, elephants, palan- 
quins, 
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quins, and proceffions; fo ftuck full of gold, diamonds, pearls, 
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and precious ftones, with epifodes of dancing girls, and otter of 





rofes ! I have heard nothing like it fince 1 was a boy, and ufed 


to be delighted with reading the Arabian Nights Entertainments. 
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he eficct of all this on my family you will eafily guefs. Not 
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only does it rob me of my money, but them of their happinefs. 
Every thing that ufed to be thought comfortable or convenient for- 





merly, is now intolerable and difgufting. Every thing we now put 
on, or eat, or drink, is immediately brought into comparifon with 
the drefs, provifions, and liquors at Mu/broom-Hall, for fo they have 
new-chriftened my neighbour’s farm-houfe. My girls home-made 
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gowns, of which they were lately fo proud, have been thrown by 
with contempt fince they faw Mrs Mufhroom’s muflins from Ben- 
gal; our barn-door fowls we ufed to fay were fo fat and well tafted, 
we now make aukward attempts, by garlic and pepper, to turn in- 
to the form of Curries and Peelaws; and the old O@tober we were 
vont to brag all our neighbours with, none of the family but my- 
felf will condefcend to tafte, fince they drank Mr Muthroom’s India 
Madeira. 


In fhort, Sir, Iam ten times worfe off with this frefh difafter 
than I was with the former unlucky intimacy with Lady . My 
Lady was at fome diftance in point of place, and ftill more in 
point of rank from us ; but this new plague is clofe at our doors, 
and Mrs Mufhroom is fo obliging as to be a conftant vifitor, I am 
really afraid that I muft fell my little eftate, and leave this part of 























- the country altogether; that I muft try to find out fome new place 
of refidence, where Nabobs, Rajahs, and Lacks of Rupees, were 
never heard of, and where people know no more of Bengal than of 
the Man in the Moon.—lI am, &c. 

JOHN HOMESPUN, 





It is with peculiar fatisfaction that the Lounger has received this 
commencement of Mr Homefpun’s correfpondence, of which he 


knows the value, and hopes for the continuance, 


Evin ® V2.8 Bs 


Publihed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° XVIII. 











